Participatory Food Systems Governance

Governing the Canadian Organics Standards: Fact Sheet
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Objectives:

o What is the “practice” of governance within the Canadian Organic Standards? Tensions, promising practices?

» How can the experiences of organics governance inform other instances of collaborative and inclusive food systems

governance?

The researchers interviewed 20 individuals for the case study, predominantly current or former members of the

Technical Committee and Working Groups.

The Canadian Organic Standards: The Canadian Organic Standards elaborate practices to be followed by organic operators that are sustainable and

harmonious with the environment. They are reviewed every five years. See "http://organicfederation.ca/canadian-organic-standards

The Canadian Organic Standards Governance ecosystem

The General Public &
sector actors submissions
Participate by contributing a

submission following the call that
initiates the five year review.

WorEing Groups

Created each review to lead the work on a

syrup, drawing on the expertise of farmers and

others involved in the sector.

The Federal Government

Authorizes and enables the
national organic standards, but does not
participate in the creation of the content.
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Technical Committee
Reviews the recommendations
from the Working Groups and
has the final decision-making
authority to approve any
revisions to the standards.
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Canadian General
Standards Board

A federal government
organization that supports the
development of standards and
conformity assessment systems.
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