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What is the Participatory Food
Systems Governance project?

The Participatory Food Systems
Governance project aims to identify
effective and collaborative approaches to
building healthy, equitable, and
sustainable food systems. Working with
researchers from universities and
community-based organizations across
Canada and Indigenous territories, we
aim to contribute to the development
strategies that facilitate more democratic
and integrated engagement with food
systems policy and decision-making. The
project began in 2019 and includes survey
and interviews with leaders from civil
society organizations and elders across
Canada, as well as a series of case
studies. 

How do food
movement actors and
organizations engage

in food systems
governance while

also modeling
alternative food

futures?

Primary Research Question
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Participatory Food Governance Project: Published Papers

Littlefield, C., Stollmeyer, M., Andrée, P., Ballamingie, P., & Levkoe, C. Z. (2024). Exploring settler-
Indigenous engagement in food systems governance. Agriculture and Human Values, 1-17. 
This paper shares how Civil Society Organizations engage with Indigenous communities and
organizations to make food systems more sustainable and just, offering considerations for deepening
settler-Indigenous relations as an ongoing process. 

Session on Participatory Food Systems Governance at the 2021 Global Food Governance
Conference, Guinto, R., Holley, K., Pictou, S., Tinirau, R., Wiremu, F., Andreé, P., Clark, J., Levkoe,
C., & Reeve, B. (2024). Challenging power relations in food systems governance: A conversation
about moving from inclusion to decolonization. Journal of Agriculture, Food Systems, and
Community Development, 13(2), 91–108. 
This article shares a discussion held at the 2021 Global Food Governance Conference. The discussion
aimed to share different ways to organize food systems governance to reflect the values, leadership
and interests of BIPOC communities.

Wilson, A., & Tasala, K. (2024). Moving Beyond Awareness to Action and Food System
Transformation: Prioritizing labor in food systems governance work. Frontiers in Sustainable
Food Systems, 8, 1321297.
This paper identifies barriers to more meaningful engagement with labor issues in food work. 

Levkoe, C. Z., Andrée, P., Ballamingie, P., Tasala, K., Wilson, A., & Korzun, M. (2023). Civil society
engagement in food systems governance in Canada: Experiences, gaps, and possibilities. Journal
of Agriculture, Food Systems, and Community Development, 12(2), 267–286. 
This paper presents findings from a survey and interviews of Civil Society Organization leaders in
Canada and Indigenous territories to identify who is involved in this work, key policy priorities, and
opportunities and limitations experienced. 

Ballamingie, P., & Levkoe, C.Z. (2021). Wayne Roberts: Food systems thinker, public
intellectual,“actionist”. Canadian Food Studies/La Revue canadienne des études sur
l’alimentation, 8(3), 130-145.
Wayne Roberts (1944-2021) was a food systems thinker, public intellectual, and “actionist.” This
article was developed from a series of oral history interviews conducted between December 2020
and January 2021, and aims to share a selection and synthesis of Wayne’s knowledge and
experiences. 
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Participatory Food Governance Project: Case Studies in Progress

Food Movement Elder and Grandfolks Videos
Contact: Patricia Ballamingie, patricia.ballamingie@carleton.ca

Elder interviews will be compiled in an online archive through Dataverse at Carleton’s
MacOdrum Library.

Canadian Food Policy Advisory Council
Contact: Johanna Wilkes, wilk1423@mylaurier.ca

This case study explores experiences of the Canadian Food Policy Advisory Council established
in 2019 as part of the Food Policy Council for Canada. 

Coalition for Healthy School Foods
Contact: Kirsti Tasala, ktasala0@lakeheadu.ca

This case study explores the governance structures of the Canadian Coalition for Healthy School
Foods advocating for school food programs and policy at the federal level. 

Civil Society Participation in Great Lakes Fisheries Governance
Contact: Kristen Lowitt, kristen.lowitt@queensu.ca

This case study is mapping fisheries governance systems in the Great Lakes to better understand
the role of Civil Society Organizations across the Great Lakes.

Organic Technical Committee
Contact: Amanda Wilson, awilson@ustpaul.ca;

This case study explores the processes deciding the regulations of the organics standards,
unique to Canada. 
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Paper in Progress
An Introduction to Exploring Settler Motivations and Pathways 

Towards Food Systems Governance with Indigenous Peoples

Catherine Littlefield, Molly Stollmeyer, and Kristen Lowitt are collaborating on a new
paper tentatively titled, “Exploring settler motivations and pathways towards food
systems governance with Indigenous peoples.” In this paper, we intend to explore what
leads settler individuals or organizations to deepen their relationships with Indigenous
peoples in food governance. This paper emerges from interviews with settler civil
society organizations conducted by the Participatory Food Governance team. It also
builds on the recent publication by Littlefield et al. (2024; see page 2) by more explicitly
addressing the why behind organizational or individual engagement in building
Indigenous-settler relationships for food systems governance. We ask, what different
paths do settlers take to learn about the colonial realities of food systems? What
motivates them to engage and follow through on building partnerships and
relationships with Indigenous communities in their food governance efforts? We are
presently analyzing the interviews conducted by the PFG team with these questions in
mind, undertaking a literature review on these questions, and hope to have insights and
a draft paper to share later this summer.

Contact:  Catherine Littlefield, catherinelittlefield@cmail.carleton.ca; Molly Stollmeyer,
mollystollmeyer@cmail.carleton.ca; Kristen Lowitt, kristen.lowitt@queensu.ca
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 Case Study in Progress
Organic Technical Committee

Sneak-peak at the
infographic
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Click Here
to Download
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Paper in Progress
An Introduction to Advancing Food Systems Governance: 

Perspectives of Canadian Civil Society Organizations

Sneak-peak at the
infographic

The full research paper
will be published soon, 

stay tuned for this
important research 
on CSO perspectives

on food systems
governance, and

transforming food
systems into more
equitable models!
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Click Here to
Download
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Published Paper
Exploring Settler-Indigenous Engagement 

in Food Systems Governance

Sneak-peak at the
infographic

https://link.springer.co
m/article/10.1007/s104
60-023-10534-3  

Quick link!
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Click Here to
Download

Link to full paper:  
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Published Paper
Moving Beyond Awareness to Action and Food System Transformation: 

Prioritizing Labor in Food Systems Governance Work

https://www.frontiersi
n.org/articles/10.3389
/fsufs.2024.1321297/full

Quick link!
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infographic
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Link to full paper:  
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Published Paper
Civil Society Engagement in Food Systems Governance in Canada:

 Experiences, Gaps and Possibilities

Click Here to
Download

Sneak-peak at the
infographic

Quick link!
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Link to full paper:  
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Published Paper
Challenging Power Relations in Food Systems Governance: 

A Conversation About Moving From Inclusion to Decolonization

Click Here to
Download
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Link to full paper:  

Quick link!

https://foodsystemsjourn
al.org/index.php/fsj/artic
le/view/1226 
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This Project is Supported By

https://foodsystems.lakeheadu.ca/participatory-food-governance/

Please get in touch with us if you have any feedback, thoughts, 
or would like to know more about the project, we’d love to hear from you! 

Click the link below to visit the website!
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Thank you for your involvement and interest in the Participatory Food Systems
Governance project. 
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