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What is the Participatory Food
Systems Governance project?

The Participatory Food Systems
Governance project aims to identify
effective and collaborative approaches to
building healthy, equitable, and
sustainable food systems. Working with
researchers from universities and
community-based organizations across
Canada and Indigenous territories, we
aim to contribute to the development
strategies that facilitate more democratic
and integrated engagement with food
systems policy and decision-making. The
project began in 2019 and includes survey
and interviews with leaders from civil
society organizations and elders across
Canada, as well as a series of case
studies.
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Primary Research Question

How do food

movement actors and
organizations engage
in food systems
governance while
also modeling
alternative food

futures?

This Newsletter includes:

* An overview of the project’s outputs and

ongoing case studies

 Infographics available for download
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Indigenous engagement in food systems governance. Agriculture and Human Values, 1-17.

This paper shares how Civil Society Organizations engage with Indigenous communities and
organizations to make food systems more sustainable and just, offering considerations for deepening
settler-Indigenous relations as an ongoing process.

Session on Participatory Food Systems Governance at the 2021 Global Food Governance
Conference, Guinto, R., Holley, K., Pictou, S., Tinirau, R., Wiremu, F., Andreé, P., Clark, J., Levkoe,

about moving from inclusion to decolonization. Journal of Agriculture, Food Systems, and
Community Development, 13(2), 91-108.

This article shares a discussion held at the 2021 Global Food Governance Conference. The discussion
aimed to share different ways to organize food systems governance to reflect the values, leadership
and interests of BIPOC communities.

Wilson, A, & Tasala, K. (2024). Moving Beyond Awareness to Action and Food System
Transformation: Prioritizing labor in food systems governance work. Frontiers in Sustainable
Food Systems, 8, 1321297.

This paper identifies barriers to more meaningful engagement with labor issues in food work.

engagement in food systems governance in Canada: Experiences, gaps, and possibilities. Journal
of Agriculture, Food Systems, and Community Development, 12(2), 267-286.

This paper presents findings from a survey and interviews of Civil Society Organization leaders in
Canada and Indigenous territories to identify who is involved in this work, key policy priorities, and
opportunities and limitations experienced.

Ballamingie, P., & Levkoe, C.Z. (2021). Wayne Roberts: Food systems thinker, public
intellectual,“actionist”. Canadian Food Studies /La Revue canadienne des études sur
l'alimentation, 8(3), 130-145.

Wayne Roberts (1944-2021) was a food systems thinker, public intellectual, and “actionist.” This
article was developed from a series of oral history interviews conducted between December 2020
and January 2021, and aims to share a selection and synthesis of Wayne’s knowledge and

experiences.
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Food Movement Elder and Grandfolks Videos
Contact: Patricia Ballamingie, patricia.ballamingie@carleton.ca
 Elder interviews will be compiled in an online archive through Dataverse at Carleton’s
MacOdrum Library.

Canadian Food Policy Advisory Council
Contact: Johanna Wilkes, wilkl423@mylaurier.ca
 This case study explores experiences of the Canadian Food Policy Advisory Council established
in 2019 as part of the Food Policy Council for Canada.

Coalition for Healthy School Foods
Contact: Kirsti Tasala, ktasalaO@lakeheadu.ca
» This case study explores the governance structures of the Canadian Coalition for Healthy School
Foods advocating for school food programs and policy at the federal level.

Civil Society Participation in Great Lakes Fisheries Governance
Contact: Kristen Lowitt, kristen.lowitt@queensu.ca
 This case study is mapping fisheries governance systems in the Great Lakes to better understand
the role of Civil Society Organizations across the Great Lakes.

Organic Technical Committee
Contact: Amanda Wilson, awilson@ustpaul.ca;
 This case study explores the processes deciding the regulations of the organics standards,
unique to Canada.
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Contact: Catherine Littlefield, catherinelittlefield@cmail.carleton.ca; Molly Stollmeyer,
mollystollmeyer@cmail.carleton.ca; Kristen Lowitt, kristen.lowitt@queensu.ca

Catherine Littlefield, Molly Stollmeyer, and Kristen Lowitt are collaborating on a new
paper tentatively titled, “Exploring settler motivations and pathways towards food
systems governance with Indigenous peoples.” In this paper, we intend to explore what
leads settler individuals or organizations to deepen their relationships with Indigenous
peoples in food governance. This paper emerges from interviews with settler civil
society organizations conducted by the Participatory Food Governance team. It also
builds on the recent publication by Littlefield et al. (2024; see page 2) by more explicitly
addressing the why behind organizational or individual engagement in building
Indigenous-settler relationships for food systems governance. We ask, what different
paths do settlers take to learn about the colonial realities of food systems? What
motivates them to engage and follow through on building partnerships and
relationships with Indigenous communities in their food governance efforts? We are
presently analyzing the interviews conducted by the PFG team with these questions in
mind, undertaking a literature review on these questions, and hope to have insights and
a draft paper to share later this summer.
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Participatory Food Systems Governance
Governing the Canadian Organics Standards: Fact Sheet
Researchers: Amanda Wilson (awilson@ustpaul.ca), Abra Brynne (Abra.Brynne@dal.ca), Susanna Klassen

Objectives:
* What is the “practice” of governance within the Canadian Organic Standards? Tensions, promising practices?

» How can the experiences of organics governance inform other instances of collaborative and inclusive food systems

governance?
The researchers interviewed 20 individuals for the case study, predominantly current or former members of the
Technical Committee and Working Groups.

The Canadian Organic Standards: The Canadian Organic Standards elaborate practices to be followed by organic operators that are sustainable and

harmonious with the environment. They are reviewed every five years. See "http://organicfederation.ca/canadian-organic-standards

The Canadian Organic Standards Governance ecosystem Technical Committee
Reviews the recommendations
. _ trom the Working Groups and
The General Pub‘h? e Working Groups has the final decision-making
sector actors submissions Created each review to lead the work on a authority to approve any
Participate by contributing a —Pp| specific standard, such as poultry, or maple ] evisions to the standards,
submission following the call that syrup, drawing on the expertise of farmers and H
initiates the five year review. others involved in the sector. ':
v
Canadian General
The F t
e Federal Governmen Standards Board

Authorizes and enables the A federal government
national organic standards, but does not organization that supports the

participate in the creation of the content. development of standards and
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https://foodsystems.lakeheadu.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Organic-Technical-Committee-Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://foodsystems.lakeheadu.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Organic-Technical-Committee-Fact-Sheet.pdf

Authors: Charles Z. Levkoe, Canadian Research Chair in Equl(ab]e and Sustainable Food Systems,

Department of Health Sciences, Lakehead University, cl evkoe@lakeheadu.ca
]oh:mna Wilkes, Ph.D. Candidate, Balsillie School of International Affairs, Wilfred Laurier University
Peter Andrée, Professor, Department of Political Science, Carleron University

What is this research about and why is it important?

This research paper focuses on the theory and pracrice of food systems governance. It discusses what this
concept means for Canadian civil sociery organization (CSO) leaders. This topic marters because most food
systems still rend to be governed in top-down, siloed ways. Such governance contributes to unsustainable
and inequitable outcomes. CSOs are working to transform these systems by challenging the underlying
power dynamics, and by “advancing” new approaches and governance models to augment or replace what
we have now.

- dinoe.  Three key themes emerged from the research on
Key Flndlngs' the meanings of food systems governance from the \
3 Themes standpoint of CSOs.

Food Systems Governance as Confronting Power Relations \_/
CSOs advocare for more participatory, inclusive
and democratic governance :lppmachesA Alnng with the imbalance nfpuwer within governance,
high levels of corporate concentration in food

. systems ZE-BC[ {Qﬂd Systems governance.
Food systems governance “is all about power ¥ ¥ L

dynamics”, and how “lacal government has a lot of

responsibility, but nort authority or resources.” - “Increasingly, we see the concentration of power in the
Barbara Emanuel, retired manager of the Toronto hands of a number of global corporations, these are
Food Strategy working in global rrade, these are companies conrrolling

the seed industry, these are companies controlling the food

agency.” - Mustafa Kog, sociology professor at the

Agency involves a recliiming of authoriry by Toronto Metropolitan University

putting the needs of food systems and the

needs of people as priority. Governance is about “who’s participating, who's
making decisions, whose voices are being heard,
who has power and who doesn’t, whose ideas are
being represented in the way we build our food
systems?” - Ali English, director of the Ecological
Farmers Association of Onrario

Active resistance involves izuilding
alternative structures by Eha“enging the
formal governance strucrures.

Food Systems Governance as Integrative, Cross-Scaler, Collaborative and Context-Specific
The second theme flows from the first theme and addresses the existence of multiple meanings
of food systems governance as integrarive, cross-scaler, collaborative, and context-specific.

Governance “is how we work well together so that everyone has access to healthy,
quality food... when it comes to the governance of food systems, we need to be putting many
different heads together to be able to work on these issues and the involvement of people who
are most affected by those kinds of decisions absolutely need to be at the table.” -Audrey
Demars-Vandenberghe, director of Réseau Agriconseils Outaouais

Cross-scaler: Food systems governance needs to work in Context-specific: Food systems are
collaboration across national, international and local secrors, and different across different locations, as
across industries, with Indigenous peaples, and across multiple there are unique sets of actors and
governance systems, to make for scronger food systems. conrexts in each place/situation.

Food Systems Governance as Modeling Participatory Decision-Making Processes

The third theme accentuates the importance of a place-based and context-
specific approach to governance, and thus the requirement of a
participatory decision-making process within food governance.

Food systems governance is like a “pot of soup in which ingredients are o be
added. Water is necessary ro make it cook. . . But the ingredients are different,
and che ingredients matter most.”- Faris Ahmed, food systems consultant

What is a main takeaway and goal for the research presented in this paper?

To 1dvance a]ternati\re g()vefﬂ:lﬂl:ﬁ ?)'S[E]Tlﬂ. CSO IEZdE[S use thE'lT own fon‘ns ﬂf guveman(e as a
ool to transform the top-down and siloed governance models. CSOs can therefore act both in
resistance to government and in concert with it to advance these different systems. Governance
involves practice and theory together: this research acts as a bridge between understandings of
governance from those who have Experiem:ed it and its discussion in the literature. Instead of
current [DP-dDW“ and Si]ﬂfd ]TlDdE]S, rDﬂd sys[ems gnvernance ShDLl]d bf in[EgIldVE, CTGSS-S(Z]EY,
collaborative, conrext-speciﬁc, inclusive of diverse voices and perspecrives, and address food systems

in more holistic ways. The research in this paper intends to amplify this vision from CSO leaders.

Food Systems Governance:

Food systems: understanding food as part of complex systems; holistic; place-based; involves processes and
relationships in many different systems

Governance: establishing rules, norms, and policies; managing decision-making processes among diverse
actors; the workings and relations of government; the relationships, processes, and structures through
which power and control are exercised and decisions are made

Food systems governance: By being more inclusive, participatory, and integrative across actors, sectors
and scales, food systems governance shows ways of governing food systems to result in more equitable and

sustainable outcomes.
Carleton EJ '
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https://foodsystems.lakeheadu.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Advancing-Food-Systems-Governance-Perspectives-of-Canadian-Civil-Society-Organizations-Output.pdf

1 Tieelefield l

, Peter Andrée, Patricia Ballimingie,

Authors: Catherine Lictlefield il earleton.ca), Molly
Charles Z. Levkoe
Publication date: 31 January 2024
Link co paper: haps:/link springer.com/article/10.1007/510460-023-10534-3
Journal: Agriculeure and Human Values

Summary
This paper shares how Civil Sociery Organizations (CSOs) engage with Indigenous communities and
organizations to make food systems more sustainable and just. Food is more than sustenance, as it connects to
histories, identities and cultures. Food also reveals power imbalances and tensions in historical and ongoing
colonialism in Indigenous traditional territories. The research in this paper shows that settler-CSQOs are striving
toward Indigenous partnerships, sharing challenges and opp: ities and why it is imp they keep working
towards these relationships. Lack of funding and resources is a common challenge when building and maintaining
these relationships; resources from funders and governments are required to support this work. The sertler-
Indigenous relations shared in this paper are loosely sorted into three forms of engagement: inner work; internal
organizational governance; and external governance relarionships. There is no one way forward in this work.
Relationships in these networks are best formed contextually, whereas every situation, Indigenous group and CSO
is unique. Uncerrainry in doing things “right” should not hold settlers back. Rather, the paper offers considerations

for deepening settler-Indigenous relations as an ongoing process.

Examples of settler-CSO and I lationship building
Inter Pares FoodShare Earth to Tables Legacies
» Cansidered the Trrh: e Established an Indigenous Advisory e Five years of exchange across diverse
and Reconliation Circle with representatives from local Indigenous and settler food actors
Commission (TRC) Indigenous communities to routinely informed the creation of short story
Calls to Action as meet with the executive director vignettes, photo essays, and videos,
building blocks to * These meetings led to internal and available enline and in a book, to think
create an Indigenous relational outcomes: public-facing through their relationship in a more
Rights Action Plan solidarity statements, an organization- intimate way
s Generated a list of specific land acknowledgment, an * Focus: collaboration and knowledge
actions to advance d Food Action Coord hange, learning from one of the
reconciliation and the channeling of resources to Indigenous organizers that “good food is
support Indigenous-led arganizations requisite for good governance”

Common Issues & Responses

“Organizations are changing and becoming way

Silo: Creating a siko within the Authenticity: The challenge of authenticiry - ging !
ganifaton ik £ e in working toward parnerships: che genuine more diverse and anti-racist and working in
progran/relations dedicared ream intent 1o transform seuler colonial relations solidarity with ludigenous people”- program
manager from international social justice CSO
Instead, Indigenous seaff members sent Noshing li Imand o6 Very much a long-rerm lel.mi of oty
into different eeams and to the regional iselFsufficienc: Mixed. 10 be on- director of a national farming
ceams intemally w make sure chat it is approach required non-profic
Funding: Funding and “We're trying to do a lot more work around
resources for sewler-ndigenous Indigenous awareness sensitivity training
partnerships efforts

and around supporting Indigenouis
communities betrer™- director of a

) il il
The need co address the isue
of narrow scientific evidence ||
in food policy, and include E = —
Indigenous knowledges as Literature Review: A few main ideas
Koo g st paiy Food governance & sovereignties in Canadian sereler seat

+ Sertler sate governance has displaced and disrupred
Teidiggetons Biod syvisios by i of soctal, poliieal,
cultural, economic, and ecological injustices, leading to for

—\\_ injustices.

* Food used as a means to assi

ate, erase and eliminate

Key Concepts & Considerations Indigeneiry.
« Michelle Daigle calls upon sercler actars ro reflect cricicall
Civil Sociery Organizations (CSOs) Ongoing Process on their own positionality and intentions in settler-

Akt powes siructmes, inorming deckioms 10 L
relaionsip-bulding o crene

Indigenous dialogue, negoriation and solidariry building
 Duigle plurlizes “overeigny” o argue that Indigenous

food are multiple and conrested.

food systems governance spaces, 9
Setcler-led CSO e kol rbpomlblt i
Organizations nos directed by 3 board accountable to Indigenaus peoples.
Indigenous direcrors! do not have :
primarily Indigenaus peoples serving in !
executive positions. b To Cnmudex
Food Movements Saveseigney: Indigenous
R o e sovereignty is intertwined
n,’(::ﬂmg“"i,‘”:m SERRSEH with landffood sovereigney

justisuscaimablehealchy food furures. Relationships: Relarionship=

o Sty building demands time and care
Interactions and

interdependent processes that bring
food from watersheds, foreses and feld

<o our plates.

J others to shift CSO structures
Distince Nations: Indigenous Peoples
and Nations are not interchangeable,

Relarionship-building is ~ they are diverse and distinct
a cireulae process o
contiuously engage in
borh internal and
external work,

Therefore, it is important to:
Form cantextual relationships

Forms of Settler-Indigenous Engagement

INNER work
/__Kiy% . u"k....m;mhml

. M\-w. 7
i e Tis
+ Personal &
inccrpersonal
learning. INTERNAL
arganizacional
EXTERNAL governance
 Shifting & amending

governance

= Conneeting & pirmering * Indigenous peoples within
* Supporting & sharing €3O leadership
R i * Indigenous represencation
 Facilieating access s * Engaging inscttler-
ok Indigenous parmerships
~ ~ Adapiing projecss

« Sunding in slidarity
through scatements and M

(TR

Voices: Indigenous voices exists alongside

+ Furchering Indigenous food soverei therefore
necessitates a very different relarionship berween Indigeno
nations and the Canadian sectler stare, and requires settler

€505 ro engage meaningfully wirh Indigenous peoples in

their food systems governance work.

Tensions & challenges in serder-Indig llat

« Tensions arise from atcemprs to incorporate Indigenou:
issues and approaches into existing food systems

itiatives without meaningful engagement and cricical

reflexivity.

= Daigle argues that sectler CSOs need to “interrogae the
legitimacy of legal frameworks that colonial
governments and capitalist industry continue to
mobilize to dispossess Indigenous peoples of their foo
harvesting grounds” (p. 15). Otherwise, the state’s
possession of lands now known as Canada remain
uncontested, and by extension, so does setrler access t anc
understanding of land as private property”

+ Sertler claims to the right o grow food on Indigencus lan:
without appropriate sovereignry and stewardship
considerations reveal tensions between settler and
Indigenous assertions of food sovereign

* Opporcunities for working together in solidarity should b
based on what is different rather than what is similar or
common, lesding o ccllaborariv approaches tht are mor

ible, and/or o

Indigenous peoples

1. Waliers, K. 201 ! 2 Dischuk, . W. 2013,
hétpttdoi.org 10 SISNTRIBKOTZI07]: Burhecr. K.. T. Hay, & L Charshers. 2116
]Mﬂdui 0r/10.1353cch 20160030 Robin, T., M.K. Denns, & MA. Harr. 2022

2 Daigle. M. 2017, ity dosory/ 10, |0S0A03066150.2017.1324424
3. Bowmes, E., & H. W o0 2020 1838
4 Tock, E. and WK, Yang, 2012,
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https://foodsystems.lakeheadu.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Exploring-Settler-Indigenous-Engagement-in-Food-Systems-Governance-Output-1.pdf
https://foodsystems.lakeheadu.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Exploring-Settler-Indigenous-Engagement-in-Food-Systems-Governance-Output-1.pdf

Authors: Amanda Wilson (awilson@ustpaul.ca), Kirsti Tasala (ktasala0@lakeheadu.ca)
Publication date: 15 March, 2024

Link to paper: https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fsufs.2024.1321297 /full
Journal: Frontiers in Sustainable Food Systems

There exists a lack of recognition of labor issues within food systems work, especially within food systems
governance work. Labor in the food industry includes: the working conditions and circumstances through
which food is grown, harvested, processed, packaged, transported, marketed and disposed of. Food system
governance work involves the policies, laws, and regulations that shape the food systems and therefore the
way food labor is managed and organized. Governance involves a dynamic process of negotiation, tension and
collaboration, and questions of power within governance affects decision-making, which in-turn cultivates or
inhibits particular activities. A focus on governance shifts our attention to broader systems change and
transformation of our food systems as a whole instead of focusing on particular organizations. For example,
migrant workers, farm workers, and allies are looking for systemic change to immigration policies and
permanent status, shifting the conversation away from individual farmers. The goal of the paper is to identify
the barriers to more meaningful engagement with labor issues in food wark. The research found that many
food-related civil society organizations (CSOs) are willing and ready to collaborate to engage in labor issues,
but many do not move beyond awareness-raising of these issues. Though not every organization needs to
address every food-related theme, food labor is one theme that all food organizations should engage with, as
food labor is inextricably linked to all foed issues (it is not an issue in and of itself). The shared struggles
between workers and farmers might offer ways for food systems CSOs to work alongside food and farm
workers to challenge and transform the food system together.

Current Situation for food system
CSOs & Labor issues:

Moving beyond awareness raisi
B Dey ne CS0s demonstrate concern, but lack action

A fundamental transformation is

required in how CSOs view food systems What we heard from CSOs:
& build meaningful relationships with
food and farm workers. “It's something that we care about, but it's

not a central focus of our work."
Action-oriented work involves:

. Literacy on how oppression “No.. We cannot do everything-

you have to pick stuff, right?"

shapes food systems & on
building collective organizing “We're very aware of that.. but we do
capacity of CSOs not spend a lot of time on it.”

« Advocacy and policy-building
« Including farmworkers in CSO

el eotionSnclEaValance “We know that there are labor problems, but we

:::E:::D help grant full are not really associated with this, other than
immigration status, or permanent EiinEpboriltica)
status, to migrant workers “there’s definitely an awareness, but not great action.”

Findings in this research are framed by a settler-
dominated food systems lens. Different understandings
of labor issues exists in Northern and Indigenous faod
systems, requiring settler-Indigenous relations to be

addressed within food systems governance spaces.
Food labor is an essential

c:’!f?one:t of food sv?“';'S: “it's all tied to the interests of
S ' ngt < cnm_mrs_atm? or growers. It's all about the y ;
L produce being more important % ‘ {72
+ Shifting the conversation to a than the people behind it- than i .
structural level the workers behind it.”
« Systemic change to immigration i.’_
policy to shift the conversation

away from individual farmers
Going further to name and
acknowledge the structural
tensions in the food systems as
operating in capitalist production

A holistic understanding is needed

to make visible the full scope of labor

within food systems & structures that
shape the conditions of the work.

Shared struggle: Many farmers are
hurt by the same structures that harm
food and farm workers.

“_.thinking about food system
organizing... as groups of
workers supporting other
workers.."

To build food and farm

worker solidarity:
A key strategy moving forward is building .

solidarity amongst food and farm workers,
including workers at food systems CSOs.

Food labor struggles are everyone’s struggles

@ Carleton EJ '
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Summary

Food system governance is dominated by a small number of companies and government officials, often
resulting in decisions oriented rowards profir rather than health, equity, and sustainability. In Canada, many
civil society organizations (CSOs) are working to establish governance structures that are more collaborative,
democratic, and rooted in social and environmental justice. CSOs advance these alternative forms of
governance by prioritizing the needs of small-scale producers and harvesters, workers across the food chain,
and others most impacted by the dominant food system. This research used a cross-Canada survey and
interviews to document the experiences of CSOs engaged in governance. It also identified gaps requiring
furcher study if the vision of more participatory governance structures is ro be realized.

Governance: establishing rules, norms, and policies; managing decisi kin ong diverse actors;
the relationshi and hrough which power and control are exercuedmddecmens are made
The Participatory Food Systems G Survey: Resp from 69 CSOs from across Canada and Indigenous Territories
Locations Sectors Scales of Work
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5 Key Gaps
Describing the Meaning of Partici y Food § Governance

pollalmnmv: governance is a goal, yet most mspundarm are mvnlved pnrmnly in consultations rather than decision
ing the gaps in skills, resources and capacity is essential to provide opportunities for the creation of

parm:l EI; systems governance.
Learning from Food Movement Histories
There are key moments when civil society actors have come :ogcthcr to address policy and Eogenan e
sectors, Learning from food movement histories offers valuable h ical insights. Dy

and achievements of CSOs active in food systems work shares the successes and challengers that concriblg

moment.

M. ol Tt cmiel_r. lati, hi

mph ushnlﬂdbcplacedml ingful Indig hips as an important part of

tive fo od systems governance that spuks to the treaty context and d ongoing reahry of settler colonialism in
food

There is more learning needed about Indigy

ive and approaches that could be shared and supported.

Addressing Food Systems Labor Issues
s are central to food systems, yet are relatively absent in food systems governance spaces
v‘ food systems CSOs in general.

governance,

ipatory Food § G in Lhe Context of the COVID-19 Pandemic
Thc onset ofthc pamlcnnc in e:rly 2020 highlighted vulnerabili (peopl ities are not inherencl
vulnerable, bue are made vulnerable by dominant social structures) of essentla[ wotkefs at mulnpk points across the food
chain (e.g. farm and retail work). This brought to the fore the need for greater attention to issues of equity in food
systems governance work,

Limitations & Benefits of CSO Engag, in Food Governance
Limitations: Benefi
CS0s could be more engaged in el | 2 .
sys:éms governance, however th : Csz::;‘;olmdl i
limit this engagement: Lack of me: L AR
o & X uniquely positioned
intensive; lack of funding for this work. Beoblotacey

= Food governance requires an understanding of the
connections and relationships between actors, as

opposed to focusing on a single issue.
« There is limited coordination among organizati
active on food issues.

Food systems governance must go beyond singular issues to engage with food not only
in the material sense, but as an essential element of all life that connects individuals,
communities and cultures.
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At the 2021 Global Food Governance Conference, BIPOC (Black, Indigenous and People of Color)
authors/scholars/activists/practitioners discussed issues within the dominant food system. Power systems in food
governance in Canada, USA and Australia rypically place the voices of white peaple and setclers as dominant.
This results in a racist power structure that shapes food systems, marginalizing the voices of BIPOC
communities and those living in Global South countries, despite their active resistance. Dominant food systems
then continue to produce inequalities in food distribution and consumption and modes of food production that
are also environmentally harmful. The discussion at the conference therefore aimed to share different ways to
organize food systems governance. Presentations at the conference demonstrate the need for the
reconfiguration of existing governance models and the creation of new models o reflect the values, leadership
and interests of BIPOC communities. To solve food issues that impact people (disproportionately BIPOC
people and those in the Global South) and the planer, the dominant food system needs to address the unequal

power structures and reshape these food systems.

“Imporrant first step, though by irself it is
not enough. Inclusi

with other methods to ensure true diversity

Consid

to create p

1L.Inclusion

« Include a mare diverse range of people
in food systems organizations and
governance initiatives to meet the needs

of BIPOC communities.

y &

quitable forms of food systems governance:

2. Frameworks

 Break down and challenge basic structures,

and power

A
EY: F 24

dlsmbuuons that inform governance models.

* Adopt anti-racist, feminist, decolonizing frameworks

bined 1£d

and equity.”

3. Engagement

Engagement with BIPOC communities
and residents of Global South includes: A
genuine sharing of resources, pawer,

authority, and leadership.

New initiatives that reflect different values,
cultures, traditions, and decision-making
styles are needed. Food systems are not
universal, bur contextual and place-based
with diverse (and sometimes conflicting)

viewpoints.

Address the root causes of exclusion and th

needs to be

in policies; mclud: active support for Indigenous.

, treary rights, and restitution; and

change organizational operating styles, cultures,

values and decision-making processes.

4. Approach

+ Decision makers to learn from Indigenous
frameworks and understandings of food and food
systems to challenge w}me norms of govemmance,

1

Reframe basic

gy and ¢

environment).

humans/the planer.

5. Acknowledgement

colonialism, patriarchal power

Acknowledge and facilitate efforts of B
determination of Indigenous peoples so
over governance of their food systems an

Key Concepts

P

on which food systems governance is based (e.g.
interconnections between food, health, and the

Take on a holistic approach to recognize
relationships between food and the health of

n'uctuml forms of power in food systems (i.e. settler

food systems corporations).

ver political/governance scrucrures.

G%ﬁl{u et 10 exercise their o sovereignty, self-
ar BIPOC/Global South communiries have greater control

Governance: Power and control exerted through processes, rules, practices and structures that shape decisions

and systems.
Whiteness: A powerful social construct based on beliefs, values, behaviors, and attitudes resulting in a system of
privilege based on skin color, invisible and rarely acknowledged.
Neocolonialism: Describes the relationships between decolonizing peoples and countries and former colonizing
peoples that continues the colonization process through reinforcing and continuing colonial power structures,

actions, behaviors, attitudes, beliefs.
Sertler colonialism: An ongoing process of invasion that systematically erases and displaces Indigenous Peoples
with settler populations and identities.

These ideol with cap and p: to produce power relations in dominant forms of
food systems governance that typically the voices, persp and self-d ination of
BIPOC despite their g cfforts to assert those voices and perspectives

Dr. Renzo Guito

Presenters: Main Points

LYY\

« A planetary health approach
which is also a decolonial ~ Kip Holley .
approach is needed to advance sBEquity means dum@mg the "
che heakth of people and of the systems dmu@y. not just Dr. Sherry Pictou
planet. This approach, enriched making space in Lo + In Mikmaw perspectives, food is
by Indigenous wisdom, can be systems, but changing chem in animals, plants, and fish that
incorporated into discussions of foundational ways. come from the land and
food systems, at the front and * Equity needs to be more than waterscapes, which have become
center of climate change, and in simply inclusive o create displaced by neocolonial
reltion 0 food and healh. bty Bttt development and conservation
—— empowering people who are and industrial food systems.
« Western conceptions tors of food is not usually involved. * We must consider the role of
unable to fully account for the omen and 2SLGB’
Miori und:nyl,:ndings related to kai Dr. Rawiri Tinirau Z vernance cet:l? pE
[food] = Kai sovereigney projects mustbe WB“ 4 ?’s d-ne of
o venm ity Kl A e e h;igenounee s incluson s addrs
notion. Itis a holistic and spirieual Kai m‘veretiyg';nty initiatives must power structures of inequity and
otion that i oted i : the commodification of
Mior idcn;!ﬁedmﬂgin:n Ul Mitkmaw fbod‘::yc;:!ms.
. The £the mmh' o [genealogy], and the links
disculsledl wa:uto determine Py between and across the domains
whether kai b met che kai are critical in understanding the
soverei o importance of kai.
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Please get in touch with us if you have any feedback, thoughts,
or would like to know more about the project, we'd love to hear from you!

Click the link below to visit the website!
» https: / /foodsystems.lakeheadu.ca /participatory-food-governance /

Thank you for your involvement and interest in the Participatory Food Systems
Governance project.
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